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Welcome to the inaugural issue of The Rose in the World. It is my pleasure to 
announce that Sarah Dungan Norton has taken on the mantle of editor-in-chief for 
this issue and for all future issues that await us. What a blessing to have her take over 
with aplomb as the publication we know and love emerges with a new name and 
begins  its  independent flowering. What began as The Rose at Emmanuel continues 
its legacy with this splendid issue of The Rose in the World. As is ever the way with 
The Rose, all is unfolding as it should. The waters of life continue to flow down 
through the generations as Wisdom continues to make herself known in our dreams, 
visions, intuition, and waking life synchronicities.  My heart is filled with gratitude 
for having witnessed and for having been a part of The Rose’s blossoming in the 
world. As my tenure as editor-in-chief, inherited from the brilliant Joyce Rockwood 
Hudson, comes to a close, a superb successor is dedicated to carry on with this vital 
work. Sarah Norton has been a member of the Athens, Georgia dream community, 
is a wife, an artist, and an extraordinary dreamer. She is a PhD candidate in 
Depth Psychology with an emphasis in Jungian and archetypal studies. She has an 
enthusiasm for the future of The Rose and plans to usher in a digital version while 
still continuing with a printed edition. She has already begun to put together a 
visually sumptuous website for The Rose in the World where all previous issues of The 
Rose are available in pdf form for download (see www.roseintheworld.org). It is a 
vibrant and exhilarating time for The Rose in the World.  I encourage you to subscribe 
now, if you have not already done so, and be a part of it!

One of the things that I love about The Rose and its mission is the recognition 
that all of us are fellow pilgrims on our essential journey to wholeness. We all have 
access to, and are listening for, the truth in our dreams. The Rose helps connect us as 
we travel the inner landscape. It seems that the universe clearly desires The Rose to 
continue its commission of honoring the feminine face of God. May it be so.

Know that it has been an honor for me to go out in the garden and 
pick and arrange the bouquet that we call The Rose. May The 

Rose in the World continue to thrive for many years to come 
and may it awaken in us all a garden of delight. I await 

eagerly the flourishing that Sarah will cultivate and 
foster.

Many blessings on the work and on the journey. 

  Peggy Thrasher Law

A Note from Peggy Thrasher Law

As I began working on this issue with our wonderful contributing editor Peggy Thrasher Law, I found myself 
reflecting on all the twists and turns that brought me to this place in my life. Just think, wherever you are right now, 
reading this issue, what brought you here? No matter where we are, there are thousands of steps, twists, and turns, which 
lead us to this particular moment in life, to this space for being. The space that we inhabit at this moment is sacred 
because of the journey of a lifetime that brought each of us here. 

My journey lead me here through many fields of roses. In preparing this issue I began looking for photographs 
of roses on my computer. To my surprise, I found that there were dozens. There were photographs of roses in North 
Carolina where I attended my very first summer dream conference and later completed my Dream Leader Training with 
the Haden Institute; I carried beautiful roses in my wedding almost ten years ago which took place in my hometown of 
Athens, GA, home to the Natural Spirituality dream group movement; there were roses from trips in the US and abroad, 
most recently in Santa Barbara, California where I received my Masters in Depth Psychology and am pursuing my PhD 
at Pacifica Graduate Institute; and finally, roses from Washington, DC, where I currently live, study, write, and edit.  
Dozens of roses which lined my labyrinthine path through life and into this position as editor of The Rose in The World.

This is the inspiration for the cover image of this issue. The roses from all corners of life, red, white, pink, yellow; 
all held together by a compass rose which will point the way through the adverse times along the twisting path of this 
labyrinth of life, which is the center of it all. 

This is my journey, where has your journey led you, how did you arrive in this sacred space, reading this issue of 
The Rose in the World? 

At this time of the year it seems appropriate to look back on all that has happened and relish the darkness of 
winter while looking forward to the warmth and light of spring. As such, this issue is based around the sacred days 
of Imbolc and Candlemas on the Celtic and Christian calendars. Imbolc marked the first day of spring in the Gaelic 
calendar. For Christians, the day was celebrated as the feast day of Saint Brigid and Candlemas. 

Saint Brigid is sometimes referred to as the “Mary of the Gaels,” so it is fitting that her celebratory feast should 
fall next to Candlemas on the calendar. Candlemas falls on the same day as the Feast of the Purification of St. Mary the 
Virgin, or the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, which fell 40 days after Christmas and marked the end of a long 
journey for Mary and Jesus.  This celebration is marked by the lighting and procession of candles in the church; a time 
where the light and the feminine were held sacred. Mary and Brigid remind us of the feminine attributes of the Divine 
that are found in nature: the earth pregnant with life yet to come, the softening of the harshness of winter, and the 
suckling of the lambs. Imbolc was named for the latter of these, the ancient Irish root word meaning milk or milking.  
The whiteness of the snow reminds us of the milky white nourishment hidden during this time, of the new life which is 
growing all around. 

Imbolc and Candlemas are holy days of winter which, in their pure, stark, cold way, suggest a time of 
hibernation and a death-like sleep. As in a dream, this image of death points us directly to rebirth, to the womb. The 
seeds are beginning to turn deep in the ground, awaiting the warmth of spring. Our issue is the Spring issue since these 
stories will carry us forward into the warmth and the new life that is on the horizon at the season’s turn. The articles 
that have been selected for this issue illustrate this transition in one way or another. They each honor the darkness and 
difficulty of life but look forward to the beauty of what is yet to come. 
From the death of a loved one, to difficult times of grief, to questioning 
one’s faith and railing against the Divine, we will explore all of these 
natural parts of life and begin to understand how they mold us into who 
we are in this moment.  

The beauty of all these stories is that this is not the end of the 
narrative; life goes on, we begin to heal, the warmth of spring finally 
comes out of the deathly cold of winter, and the buds begin to peak out 
from the snowy ground. Each article will take you on a journey and I 
hope you follow each one through to the end and recognize the journey 
of your own life reflected therein. If these stories were a dream what 
would they mean to you upon waking? Psyche is speaking. Wisdom 
is inviting. The Divine is calling out even in the darkest times and the 
dreams are the way back to the light of day. Thank you for joining us on 
this journey of a new Rose in the World. I know it will be as rewarding an 
adventure for you, the reader, as it has been for me, the editor.   
               Sarah Dungan Norton

Greetings from Your Editor


